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EU NDC and European Climate Law: 
path to climate neutrality

At least - 55 % in 2030
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European Climate Law: main elements

Objective of Union-wide climate neutrality by 2050

New 2030 target of at least 55% net greenhouse gas emissions reduction

Recognition of the need to enhance the EU's carbon sink 

Mechanism for setting a 2040 target, taking into account an indicative greenhouse gas budget for 2030-

2050 to be published by the European Commission

Articles ensuring discipline and accountability

Assessing climate neutrality in the impact assessment of Commission proposals

A strengthened role for adaptation to climate change

Creation of a European Scientific Advisory Board on Climate Change

Process for voluntary sectoral decarbonisation roadmaps

Finance and coherence: recitals recalling do no harm principle and climate mainstreaming and proofing 

referring to rules in EU budget.
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Enhancement of EU targets

i

i - European Climate Law sets target of a domestic reduction of net greenhouse gas emissions

of least 55 % compared to 1990 levels by 2030.

-24% 

reduction

1990-2019 -40% -80-95%
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**Legislation adopted before enhancement of EU target to at least -55%**
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Delivering the European Green Deal - 14th July
“Fit for 55”

• « Fit for 55 » is the European Commission’s

proposal for how to achieve the -55% target

• It proposes upward revisions to several existing

policies, and new measures

• European Commission proposals are the starting

point of the EU legislative process. 

• Final legislation must be adopted by European

Parliament and Council.

• The -55% target is already EU law (European

Climate Law)

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3541

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_3541


Proposed 2030 Climate ambition to deliver 

at least 55% net GHG reductions versus 1990

ETS 

-61 % vs 2005

Including: 
Power/Energy 

Sector and Energy 
Intensive Industry, 
Aviation, Maritime

Max 131 Mt 

CO2eq 

over 2026-

2030

LULUCF

-310 Mt CO2-eq

by 2030

Sectors outside 
existing ETS

-40 % vs 2005
Including: road transport, buildings, waste, 

small industry, agriculture and non CO2
Full 

flexibilityMax 100 Mt 

CO2-eq

New ETS

-45 % vs 2005
Including: road transport and buildings



The European Green Deal: A just transition

• Overall economic impacts of the deep 
transformation are positive.

• The transition will spur growth in new sectors. 
'Green jobs' already represent 4 million jobs in the 
EU.

• But some sectors will face challenges (e.g. coal 
mining and fuel extraction) and others will 
transform (e.g. energy-intensive industries and 
automotive sector). 

• EU budget, employment and cohesion policies have 
a role to play.

• Just Transition Mechanism to mobilise up to €150 
billion over 2021-27 period.

• EU COVID recovery programme (Next Generation EU) 
and 2021-27 EU budget have 30% climate target + 
all expenditure should comply with 2030 & 2050 
climate objectives.



More info: ec.europa.eu/clima
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